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Romans 11:33-36 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?  Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Here Paul after explaining a mystery concerning the providence of GOD, which God has preplanned, and laid up for the future of his people; bursts into admiration, and begins to praise GOD for his riches (see Rotherham bible), for his wisdom and for his knowledge. Which Paul explains are unsearchable, for no mortal man, nor the angels of heaven, can fully comprehend the mind of GOD, a mind that cannot receive counsel, for it possesses all counsel. A mind that cannot receive knowledge, or revelation, for it owns all knowledge and is the source of all revelation. Who can fully comprehend it? My friend GOD is an AWESOME GOD.

So often we make the mistake thinking of God in human terms. But GOD is not a man, and if we’re going to have the faith we so desperately need in him, we must remember whom He is and how great he is.

Isaiah 46:9   Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

GOD is omniscience, He is ALL knowing, and there is no one else like this. He could stand in the Garden of Eden, and Tell Adam, that the seed of the woman, which was Christ, would crush the serpent’s head, four thousand years before it happened. 

He could tell Abraham that through his seed, all nations of the world would be blessed, two thousand years before Christ was born.

He could tell Daniel the exact year that Jesus would be baptized, and the exact year that he would die upon the cross; 500 years before they happened.

God says, MY counsel shall stand, and I will do my pleasure; and it so. He is the Sovereign of the Universe; He is King Supreme, and his plans and words shall come to pass. 

Today men think that they can stand against the counsels of GOD, they think they can fight against his will. Kings of the earth rise up, and they think they placed their selves in power. But they are wrong. If any man has power, it is because God allows it.

I have heard people say that it is not God’s will that this president should be in office. Some think that the rich people are controlling politics. And they may think that they are. But the bible says they are wrong.

Romans 13:1-7   Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.

Every power, or government that is upon the face of this earth has been ordained of GOD. It is in God’s counsel that they exist, and if it were not, then they would not exist. And here Paul says the Governments are God’s ministers, they don’t realize it, but GOD is using them to bring about his own purpose.

And if we resist the laws of the land, then we are resisting the providence of GOD. As Peter said we are to submit ourselves to every ordinance of man (1st Peter 2:13-15). Some people question whether we should pay taxes to a corrupt government; my friends there has never on earth been a government that wasn’t corrupt, and they will never be one, till the Lord comes to rule.

There could have been no government more evil than that of Rome during the age of the Apostles, and here they write to pay tribute, or taxes, to whom taxes are due. Jesus said you give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.

My friend Rome was a pagan Empire, and the United States isn’t far behind it. But GOD is still in control, and God is fulfilling his counsel, and his will through these agencies.

One of the greatest pagan rulers of all time was King Nebuchadnezzar the ruler of Babylon. He served a host of false gods. But God put him in power, he increased him with glory, and he controlled his heart and turned it the way he wanted it to go (Proverbs 21:1). Nebuchadnezzar thought he was the ruler of the world, but he was merely a slave to the will of GOD. Turn with me to Jeremiah 27:6
Jeremiah 27:6   And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.

God had warned Israel that he would bring Babylon against them, and he did as he said. He gave much of the known world to this man, who he explained was his slave. And he told the Jews that the nation that didn’t serve him, would be consumed.

Jeremiah 27:8   And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.

Nebuchadnezzar reigned in power and great glory, and none of his enemies could stand in his way, because God ordained it. During his reign, he was introduced to a young Hebrew boy named Daniel, and Daniel introduced the King to the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob. And Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged Jehovah as GOD. But his heart soon was lifted up in pride, and God warned him that if he didn’t humble himself, that he would be brought to his knees. One year after he received the warning, the King stood in his palace and began to say, “Isn’t this great Babylon, the Kingdom that I have built”. And at that moment God took his mind, and he gave him the heart of a beast, and he wondered in the fields for seven years.

Daniel 4:17   This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.

God was letting the King know that he was in control. He had set him over the Kingdom; and he had the power to remove him from the Kingdom. God says he sits up kings, and he brings down kings. GOD rules my friends.

Is there any wonder why Paul burst in joyful admiration of God’s knowledge and power?

But not only does God have complete knowledge, and all the power to bring his counsels to past; but he does so with wisdom.

God chooses the best means to accomplish his designs; and God’s main design is to save those will believe upon him

Why did GOD bring Babylon upon Israel, and let them destroy the city and his Temple? The Majority of the Jews had rebelled against him, and neglected their service to him. And the whole nation was on the verge of Apostasy. The outward fruit of an apostate heart is the transgression of the Law; and God warned them of it before it came to pass.  

Jeremiah 17:27   But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

The tribulation that was brought upon the nation of Jacob refined it and separated the precious metal from the dross. And at the end of seventy years they who loved GOD, and wanted to return to their own land to worship God according to truth was allowed to do so.

Jeremiah 29:10   For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.

God foreknew and had preplanned the exact extent of the Jew’s captivity, he told them it would be for 70 years. It was not for their hurt, but for their good; so that they would learn to search for GOD with their whole hearts.

Jeremiah 29:11-14   For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

Many wonder why GOD would use an evil power like the kingdom of Babylon, to chastise his people; but GOD’S wisdom is past finding out isn’t it? 

Yet we must never forget that GOD is the potter, and humanity is the clay.

Romans 9:21-23   Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory,

God knew he could take the vile vessel of Babylon, and use it to chasten his people; and to bring them to repentance; so he suffered Babylon to reign for a time. And from the conversion this wrought upon his people he received glory. When the usefulness of Babylon had ended, he brought it to destruction; and again in its downfall he received glory.

We would do well to remember the promise of Romans 8:28

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

It doesn’t matter who reigns on this earth, God is Supreme and he is using the powers of this earth to bring to pass his counsels, which is for your GOOD.

No matter what takes place in your life or the trouble or heart ache you suffer, remember God is in control, he knows how much you can bear, and he is using these tribulations to refine you, and they are for your good.

My friends, GOD already knew who would be saved, he knew at the foundation of the earth, who would believe upon him and endure to the end. And he calls these people his elect. And he has predestinated each one of these people to be conformed into the image of Jesus Christ and to be glorified.

Romans 8:29-30   For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.

So can we rejoice like Paul in the wisdom and knowledge of God? How awesome he is!!! And of a truth, who can search out the depths of His understanding?

THE RICHES OF GOD

Still one unsearchable attribute of GOD remains, and that is his riches. God says “I own cattle on a thousand hills… He says “the world and the fullness there of is mine”. He tells us the earth is his footstool, and heaven is his throne. God tells us he has a city in heaven, with many mansions; he tells us that the streets of his city are paved with gold, and the foundations are made with precious stones. He has wonderful trees growing there, that if a man eats of it, he would never die. 

And the greatest wonder of it all is he has prepared these things for us. 

1 Corinthians 2:9   But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

Do you know what I believe God is the richest in? In Grace He was so willing to bestow these rich blessings upon the human race that he gave his greatest possession so that man could be forgiven, and so he could save us from the bondage of sin. God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.

Ephesians 1:6-7   To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;

My friends, the richest men on this earth, are those who have Jesus Christ. He is worth so much more than this world’s gold. 

If you have Jesus then you have the abundance of God’s grace.

If you have Jesus, you have forgiveness of sins.

If you have Jesus, You have been redeemed from death.

You have eternal life.

You have an inheritance from GOD.

You shall inherit the whole earth.

And for all eternity, GOD will continue to pour his riches upon us.

Ephesians 2:7  That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

Isn’t that wonderful? God is so awesome. He knew each of us before we were born. He chose your parents; he chose where you would be born. He already knew every hair that would ever be upon your head. He knows when you rise up, and when you sit down. He knows your thoughts before you think them. 

He knew that you would sin. Yet he loved you so much, he gave us a Saviour. Because he loved you so much, he sent his Son to die for your sins; so that you can inherit the kingdom, and reign with his Son.

