AN ETERNAL COMMITMENT

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, in six days God created all these things; a beautiful and perfect planet. And on the 6th day GOD formed his crowning act of creation, Man. He made man in his image, and his likeness and he set him in the Garden of Eden; and gave him dominion over the whole earth. Yet Adam was not fulfilled, his life still needed something.

Genesis 2:18-24  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.  And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.   And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

It was not good for man to dwell alone, so God made man a helper; and to show the intimacy that GOD wanted to exist between Adam and his helpmate he made her from a rib taken from Adam’s chest. She came from near his heart and she was to remain near his heart, in so much that the bible says that they shall be one flesh. 

ONE FLESH
This isn’t referring to intimacy, but an union of spirit, purpose and love; a union that is based upon a commitment to be united until death.

Matthew 19:3-6  The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?  And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 

God intended the marriage relationship to be a life long commitment. The man and the woman are to become one; united in love, purpose and spirit. And the marriage which God performed in the Garden of Eden is our example. Today it’s just not like that is it? Over 50% of marriages end in divorce, the average marriage only lasts 7 years. People marry and then for the craziest things divorce. From their lips they say, “Til Death do we part”, but in their hearts they say, “or until he makes me mad”.  Marriage is not viewed as a life long institution, but a one year “free trial”.

The marriage institute has been under the attack of Satan, the family has been under the attack of Satan, when you weaken Marriage, you weaken the family, and the kids become vulnerable because they have no foundation.

My friends marriage is a serious thing, marriage is to be a life long commitment. Before a couple marries, they are to realize that they are making a decision for life. Through good times, and bad times, in sickness and in health. On good days and bad days, through riches and poorness; they are to remain united; as one flesh.

Selfishness is the root cause of divorce; “I” want things my way. “I” have my rights. “I” will not submit to you. “I” found something out about you, that “I” don’t like. “I” just don’t feel the same about him any more. 


I tell you this folks, Love is not an emotion, and it is not a ‘feeling’. Emotions and feelings change constantly; For instance, sometimes I become angry with Angela (my wife), and during these times, I just don’t feel like my heart is overflowing with love for her. But does that mean I stop loving her? That I say to myself, “I just don’t love Angela anymore”? NO, I love Angela and I am committed to her. I told her I’d love her till death do we part, and I meant it. Come hell or high water I’m sticking with her.

Let’s look again at the Garden of Eden for an example.

1Timothy 2:13-14  For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression.

Did you notice that Adam was not deceived? He knew what he was doing didn’t he? When Satan deceived Eve into eating of the forbidden fruit, and then she came running to Adam carrying the fruit in her arms; Adam knew what she had done. I imagine that his heart sank in his chest when he found his wife in such a great error. I imagine him saying, “What have you done Eve, what have you done?” But he didn’t abandon her in her error, but rather he took the fruit and ate, and said, “What ever lies ahead we will face it together”.

THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB

This is the ideal marriage that God intended, that GOD instituted, and that Satan has attacked, and marred. One man, and one woman together as long as they live. This beautiful plan is also likened to something spiritual. And that is Jesus Christ and his Church.

Ephesians 5:23-29  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:
 The relationship of Christ with the Church is compared to the relationship that exists between the husband and wife. The Church is the bride of Christ. 

What is the Church, I have previously preached and taught that the Church is not a denomination, it is not a building, and it is not everyone that professes to be Christian. The True Church is made up of all of those who are born of the holy Spirit.

1Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
To be a part of GOD’s Church you must be born of the Spirit, and the bible teaches that those who do not have the Spirit are not Christ’s (Romans 8:9). And the Church, all those who have his Spirit, make up the body of Christ upon earth, and there is just one body. 

Why is the church called the body of Christ? Because the Spirit of Christ abides in it.

Colossians 1:27  To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
Just like the husband and wife become one flesh, every one that partakes of the Spirit of Christ becomes a part of one body. Isn’t this the unity that Jesus prayed for? 

JOHN 17:21-23

John 17:21-23  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 

We are to be united as the Father and Son are united, the Church is to be one with Christ, as Adam and Eve became one. These two became one flesh, the members of Christ’s church become apart of one body.

UNITED FOREVER?

When people are married now, they come before a minister or a judge, and they say their vows, and they exchange rings. The wedding ring is of course a pagan custom, but the vows are very special. They promise each other that they will love one another and hold to one another in sickness and in health, richer or poorer, unto death.

What vows does Jesus say to us?

My friends: “As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you,,,,,, Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends…. Because I love you, I have given myself for you… Now I want to come into your heart, and make my abode with you…  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if you hear my voice, and open the door, I will come to you, and will sup with you... and we will become one, as me and my Father are one… and I promise  I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee…..  lo, I will be with you always, even unto the end of the world.” (John 15:9, John 15:13 , Galatians 2:20, John 14:23,  Revelation 3:20, John 17:23, Hebrews 13:5 , Matthew 28:20).
Do you think Christ will uphold his commitment? He will, he cannot lie. The divine plan is for Christ and his people to be united forever. Are people of this age willing to make such a commitment? What are the vows people repeat to Christ today?

“Dear Jesus, I love thee also, as long as I’m happy.

 I will follow you anywhere, as long as the road is easy. 

I’ll carry your cross, as long as it doesn’t become too heavy. 

I want to be with you for ever, but I’m not going to burn the bridges of my past, just incase things don’t work between us.

 Dear Lord, I’ll be happy to profess you before the world, as long as I’m not persecuted for your names sake.”
Of course people don’t come right out and say these things but this is what happens because their hearts are not completely right with God. They profess that they are willing to go all the way with Christ, but their hearts are far from him. Like Simon Peter the night he denied Christ three times, he had said, “I’d die with you, before I would deny you” Matthew 26:35. Yet when the trial came, he denied Jesus Christ. 

Why hold back? There is nothing in the world besides death. There is nothing worth turning back for. In the sixth chapter of John, Jesus preached a hard message, and the bible says that many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.

And Jesus looked at his twelve disciples, and asked, “Will you also Go away?” And Simon Peter looked at him answered, “LORD! To  whom shall we go?” (John 6:67-69).
Ask yourself that question, Who else loves you the way Jesus loves you. Who else has promised to give you eternal life and to spend eternity with you? Who else tells you to cast your burdens upon me? Who else says, “Call upon me during your times of trouble”. My friends there “Ain’t no body, that can do you like Jesus. There ain’t no body that can do you like the Lord”. No wondered Peter answered, “Lord whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and We believe and are sure that you are the Christ, the Son of the living GOD.

Make the commitment today, Tell God, “My mind is made up, come hail or high water I’m going to follow Jesus. I’m going to serve him until I take my last breath. If I stumble along the way, I’ll pick myself up, let GOD dust me off, and continue on my Journey. Dear Jesus, you’re stuck with me, I’m never going to let you go”.

Isn’t that the attitude Paul had? He was well off, educated, and well respected in his religion, but when he met that man Jesus, he was willing to give it all up, just so he could suffer for his precious name.

Acts 21:10-13  And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles. And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

THE EXAMPLE OF JOB

How long do you think this union of the Church with Christ is to last? When a person asks God to forgive them, and the Lord to come into their hearts; what kind of commitment are they entering into? The same kind that Paul and the Apostles entered into. It is an eternal commitment; no matter what comes.

Job was a righteous man, and he feared GOD and served him with his whole heart. One day Satan appeared before GOD, and it seems he was flaunting the fact that he had dominion over the earth. And God pointed to Job, and said, “Have you considered my servant Job?”

Satan answered God, “He just serves you because you bless him, remove your hand and I’ll make him cuss you to your face”. Do you know what GOD did? He removed his hand and left Job vulnerable to the attacks of Satan, with one clause, Satan couldn’t kill Job.

Satan murdered his 10 Children, he destroyed his animals, his property, and turned his wife against him. Do you know what Job said about this?

“Job 1:21  And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 

 And then Satan afflicted Job’s body with grievous boils, and Job thought he was dieing, and his friends came to comfort him; but all they did was accused him of being a sinner. 

Job was having a hard time wasn’t he?  But you know what? Job had made a commitment when he was younger. He had made up his mind that he was going to serve GOD no matter what happened.

Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him
Have you made that commitment in your life? That no matter what comes, your going to serve the Lord?

