Man’s uncleanness and God’s grace.

ISAIAH 6:1-5  “¶ In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. 

Here we find the Holiness of God, and it’s effect on man.  

IT is when man draws nigh to God, that man first realizes his ‘uncleanness’; or should I say, when the Spirit of GOD first begins to deal with the heart of man, for Jesus said no man comes to him accept the Spirit of his Father draw them and it is the Spirit who convicts man of his own sinfulness; that causes him to begin to realize how short he has truly come to the glory of GOD.  How far he is away from the holiness that God requires. He realizes that he is truly undone; and when this reality is brought before his eyes man will say as did Isaiah, “Woe is me” “For I am … unclean”. 

The holiness of God that the Spirit and the word reveal to fallen man exposes every blemish, every defect, every sin, and every evil motive that dwells in the heart. The man under conviction realizes that in him dwells no good thing; that he is lost and fit for hell.

When you attempt to share Jesus with a person, and they begin to tell you that they are a ‘good’ person; that they aren’t a ‘bad guy’; then know that the Spirit has not worked on their heart. 

Daniel 10:5-8  I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, a man clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with pure gold of Uphaz: his body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as flaming torches, and his arms and his feet like unto burnished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision; for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, and they fled to hide themselves. So I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me; for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength.

Those who catch a glimmer of the heavenly glory quickly realize that their beauty is truly corruption, that their strength is weakness, and that their righteousness is as filthy rags. 

This was Daniel, the beloved servant of GOD; but he was not deceived, he did not think of himself as something he was not. Compared to the heavenly being, or compared to the holiness of GOD, he could only say with himself, “Woe is me, for I am unclean” “I am corrupt”.

Are you better than they? In no wise, for the bible has declared that every one in this flesh is filthy and is under sin.  

Romans 3:10-18   As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes.

The bible says GOD looked, he searched the hearts of mankind and there was not a single person that was good, they were all filthy, none was holy, none was righteous. The whole world is laying in wickedness and uncleanness (Psalms 53:2-3).

My friends, if you say you are without sin then you are a liar (1st John 1:10).

If you confess that you are a sinner, then there is hope. 

For the man that is without Christ this confession is good and needful, with out the understanding that you are lost, that you are separated from GOD, that you are on the road to a devils a hell, you would not understand that you need a Saviour. Self-righteousness leads to destruction, because you cannot save yourself.

If mankind had to save its self, it would be doomed. Their works would never be good enough, their characters would never be true enough, their lives would never be holy enough, and their hearts would never be pure enough to walk upon the streets of gold. Because the bible says:

“Only the pure in heart will see God”. (Matthew 5:8)

“Holiness without no man will see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14).

“The unclean shall not pass over…” (Isaiah 35:8, Ephesians 5:5).
“The sinner shall be destroyed” (Isaiah 13:9)

Yet when I read the bible, I read about a multitude who stands on the sea of glass who have gotten the victory. I read of 144,000 who follow the Lamb where so ever he goes. I read about 24 elders who are wearing their robes and crowns, I read about Moses and Elijah and Enoch and I know there is a way of salvation.

How do you think they made it? How will they make it? Do you think they kept the commandments good enough? Maybe they memorized the bible and followed every ordinance? That there law keeping out weighed their law breaking?

Turn back with me to Romans 3.

You remember this is where Paul explained to the Romans that there is none righteous, that there was none that did good? Look now at what he says concerning those who trusted in their law keeping.

Romans 3:19-20 ¶ Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

My friends those 10 commandments, these ordinances that are found in this bible, they define sin; they tell you what sin is; and they declare every man on this earth guilty of sin. And it is impossible for the law to justify a lawbreaker. The law cannot declare a sinner righteous. If you think you’ll be in heaven because you try to keep these commandments then you are deceiving yourselves.

Then how are we to be justified, thus declared righteous?

Romans 3:21-24  But now without the law there is a revelation of the righteousness of God, to which witness is given by the law and the prophets; That is, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ, to all those who have faith; and one man is not different from another, For all have done wrong and are far from the glory of God; And they may have righteousness put to their credit, freely, by his grace, through the salvation which is in Christ Jesus: BBE

How are we Justified?


The Righteousness of God that is in Christ Jesus is put to our credit. We are credited with righteousness and declared righteous.

How do we obtain this righteousness? We receive it freely, as a gift when we trust the Lord Jesus.

Do we deserve it, or have to earn it? No, it comes simply through the grace of GOD, his unmerited favor toward us.

Our standing with GOD is dependent upon one thing that is our belief and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. When you get to heaven my friends and you see Abraham, you can ask him, “How did you get here? By your law keeping?” He will answer, “No, by the grace of GOD, his righteousness was imputed to my account because I believed” 

Romans 4:1-3 ¶ What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.

There is an example of this in Zechariah.

Zechariah 3:1-4 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.  And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.

Here was Joshua the high priest, being accused by Satan; yet God rebuked him, and caused the iniquity of Joshua to pass away, and he took his filthy robes and he clothed him in new raiment. And this he does to us, he washes away our sins in the blood of Jesus, he causes the old man to pass away, he clothes us in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Did Joshua have anything to boast of? What did he do? Does Abraham have anything to boast of? No one on that side will have a thing to boast of, besides the grace of GOD that they found in Jesus Christ.            TURN WITH ME TO ROMANS 3:27

Romans 3:27-28   Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.

Does Salvation create workers of iniquity?

Some take this truth, that we are justified by grace apart from the deeds of the law, and teach that the grace of GOD has made void the great law of GOD; that it, rather than our sins were blotted out at the cross. Yet my friends these are not the words of the Apostles, or the meaning of his teachings as we see in verse thirty-one.

Romans 3:31  Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

The grace of GOD establishes the law of GOD; for by the grace of GOD are not only believers justified, but also they are given the holy Spirit and are become partakers of the divine nature. Because they realize how much GOD loves them, they in return love GOD, and by the Spirit of the Son that lives in their hearts they cry Abba, Father. 

What does all this mean? It simply means that if any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new creature; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new. 

The love of GOD that abides in the heart of the believer causes him to wish to obey GOD (John 14:15).

The divine nature that is placed within him overrides the sinful nature, and the child of GOD ceases to find pleasure in sin.(2nd Peter 1:4)

The holy Spirit empowers the person to overcome the dominion of sin. (Romans 8:10

Grace does not promote sin, but rather it destroys the work of the devil in the lives of the believers (1st John 3:8)

Romans 6:15-18  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

Those who say they know GOD, but do not love him enough to seek his will, and submit their selves to it, have never repented; and received the grace of God (1st John 3:3, Acts 17:30, Luke 13:3).

Those who say they know GOD and live a life of rebellion and disobedience are liars (1st John 3:6).

Those who say they are Christians, yet live in sin have not been born again (1st John 3:9).
What is God’s will and what is the Christian’s duty? To fear God and to keep his commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13) 

What defines sin? The commandments (1st John 3:4, Romans 7:7)

If we have been born from above and love God what will we keep? The commandments (1st John 5:3).

So we see that the grace of GOD establishes the law in the hearts of believers, not as a means to earn their salvation; but rather it is in their new nature to please God.

Let’s turn back to where we began before we close.

Isaiah 6:5  Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.

Again, Isaiah recognized his sinfulness. Then what happens? 

Isaiah 6:6-7  Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.

God takes away the sin and imputes to the person his righteousness.

Isaiah 6:8   Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

Because they have received the grace of GOD, they have a willing heart to please their Lord; to walk in the works that he ordained for them and it is God who works the work in us (Ph.2:13). My friend, if you have not confessed that you are a sinner, and asked GOD to forgive you and accepted Jesus Christ in your heart, today is the day of salvation, today is the accepted time. Christ is ready to clothe you in his righteousness and to give you a new heart and to set you free from the power of sin. All you have to do is pray. “Confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus Christ, and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, and thou shalt be saved” Romans 8:9.

